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This story and its characters are fictional, but the events and
conversations described within are inspired by real stories told
by Colombian ex-combatants and FARC guerillas. Their stories
were recorded during interviews conducted in Colombia in
the spring of 2017 as part of a research project on gendered
experiences of reintegration.

The decision to set the story in the months leading up to
the signing of the peace agreement in September 2016, the
surprising outcome of the plebiscite in October 2016, and the
subsequent passing of the agreement in December 2016, was
a deliberate choice. The story aims to not only connect the
past with the present, but also to connect the challenges of
civil society with the struggles of the ex-combatants.

This story was developed in response to requests by many
ex-combatants to share their stories of the long journey
toward peace and becoming recognized citizens of Colombia
again. To honor their request and their willingness to share
their experiences, the comic attempts to shed some light on
the challenges of coming to terms with Colombia’s violent
history, while also highlighting opportunities and prospects
for reconciliation.

This comic coincides with the development of a full research
report about gendered experiences related to Colombia’s
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration processes,
also produced by One Earth Future.



Thanks to all the ex-combants who were willing to share their
stories. Thanks also to the staff of One Earth Future’s PASO

Colombia program and Laura Ome Velasquez for their support
in the development of the story.



Apartment in Medellin;
August 25, 2016

wonderful, Jair? No
more fighting!

| don’t know. They
have tried before, Ximena...
Some things are not easily
forgotten.

I think this
agreement is a
> mistake...

|

So, the government - The FARC killed my -
just wants to let the 4 f father, | will never forgive 3F°

FARC roam free? They are them.
terrorists! Have you heard the .

~ g ¥\ { news? Peace in Colombia.
{ ' ) Finally!

o
to the agency ... again... because of
who | am. | just want a career and to
live a normal life!

Do you hear these
people? They don't trust
he guerilla. They don't like
us!

)

It's a good thing. No
more war. We can finally
have peace!
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t

Nice to see you
again, Diana.




11 years ago (2005),




Inside the ACR office;
August 25, 2016

Jair? Are you

Op

| am sorry you lost your job. W ;A
Are you sure it is because you s =
were a guerilla? Try to be patient, Jair.

I will find you something
else soon.
No. But some of my ~

colleagues found out and
_they talked to the boss.
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Meanwhile, elsewhere in Medellin,
Ximena is on her way to work.
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v/ - b will be peace
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Good mornin = : It will be easier
— .m‘; . 'V soon, no?!




8 years ago (2008),
somewhere in Cauca [—

It was an accident.
| tripped.
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You keep it,

Ximena. Hopefully it will bring
more fortune to you than it did
for me!
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It’s ok. It was
my fault. We cannot
afford to waste food like

How are you? We .
walked past your house | g8
yesterday. .

Ya, my dad... he |
did it again.

These are my
\ friends Maria and
/ Ximena.
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" Her fathe
beats her mom a lot.
And he is not nice to her
and her sister. But where
would she go?

Oh no! Why this
time?
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Does it
matter?




Back inside the shop;
August 25, 2016

...areyou
\, listening?

What? Yes. Sorry.
Should | work on the
order?
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Impunity! And now
a referendum!
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The peace agreement signals the end of
suffering, pain, and war. But others are
skeptical. Former President Uribe criticized the
deal as a path to impunity. On October 2, the | |
Colombian people will be able to vote on the
agreement in a national referendum.
=~ =N

ENOUGH, JAIR!
ENOUGH! | had a difficult
day as well!

dn I'm... I'm sorry. \E
@ What... What

happened? Ny

/ We are part of a process,
// and this peace agreement is a new
[ 7 beginning!

v




Later that night /

| hope my family is
happy today. But you... can’t you, for
once, be happy that we’ve come
this far?

This city is still so foreign to me.
The people, the noises, the smells. But
you're right. We are alive. And we have
each other!

The next morning; August 26, 2016

| forgot to ask you
last night how your ACR
meeting went.

It was ok. She might
call me today. It would be
further away but better than
nothing.




. What?! How is
4 \ that possible?

Hola, Ximena. You
¢ won’t believe who just called
me. Tomas! And.... He is here in
Medellin!




San Javier Library Park, same day [|— — Y; o= % —
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4 " “m““\\ ) It’s good to see you, £=
: big brother!
I

" Yes! It’s been some S ; ¢ |/
time. How did you get my
number?

Mother, she gave
it to me. Are you still
with Ximena?

Yes. | am surprised
you are here. What
happened?

Life is full of surprises. But
here we are. And Colombia finally
s has an agreement.
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Oh Tomas, | never wanted
you to go through this.

QUIET! You
two will get us
killed! The enemy is
always listening,
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We need supplies and
recruits! Remember that we are
fighting the same evils. Together, we are
stronger. Together, we can change Colombia!
Join us, and the future of Colombiais in
; your hands!




| was young like you when
they killed my father. We are
never too young to change Colombia!
Sometimes we need to persuade
people to see!
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l... I just
wanted to see
my mother and
family!

Later that night /
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This ‘*:i‘:‘_,’-
is not why
| joined. Think

how our mother
would feel if it
was you or
me!
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B people. Looks at us. But we can still

| know, but war changes

do good, Jair!

That boy haunts me. We did
terrible things, Tomas!

P

We can’t change the past.
We have to look forward. We
have a real chance to change

things, without violence.




WA
| have to go. We can
meet later? A

Hola, Diana... Yes, | can
go over there right now. Thank
you so much!

The things we

Hola Ximena, Diana just
called. | am on my way to meet
. My new boss. | saw Tomas. Itall

came back.
pa

A

It's too dark. And they're
not paying attention to us
right now.




At their house in Medellin;
August 26, 2016.

/

| begin my job Monday
morning. Sefior Rodriguez, my new
boss, is a former combatant himself.
But money won't be great.

That’s good news.
And don’t worry. We will
make due!

So, why is
Tomas here?

Because of the peace
agreement, and to be involved in
politics more.

Two weeks later;
September 9, 2016

/

Buenas dias
Sefiora, how can |
help you?

Is Laura here?
She asked me to come
in at two!

My apologies,
Sefiora. She had to
leave. But she showed me
everything.

Are you
from Medellin,
dear?

No, Sefiora. |
moved here from

What a
@ dangerous place. | have qf‘l"
always lived in the city. Thank {

god! Too much violence in

These rebels! And now
they want peace?! Ah, you're
too young to know. :

Actually... | do
know what it was
like.

Oh, poor child!
Displacement is a terrible
thing.

“Oh, poor child!”
This lady doesn’t know poverty, violence,
or the lack of EVERYTHING! | can see why
Jair is so negative sometimes.




| think so, too.

Hola, Jair. How It's the best shot at

is your new job So, they will sign

the agreement in a few peace we have had in
weeks! | think this will be
good for Colombia.

Small pay, but Sefior
Rodriguez is very kind. He is
ike me, like us, you know,

4
| don’t need
you to take care of

| know. Can we not
have this conversation

J
Do you think here, please?
| can come over . 2

Just once, don’t
be so negative! Not
everyone hates us!

| You haven't .
lost your job once!

| can barely support Yes, Tomas,

of course. See you

Hola, Ximena.
It's been a long
time,

Tomas! I... |
didn’t hear you
come in. I didn’t think
you'd ever leave the

M cause,

-

But I still am
with the cause! But now |
am helping in the neighborhoods
campaigning for the

agreement.

I




8 years ago (2008),
somewhere in Cauca | |
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Here we are. Don’t be
afraid. This is what you've
\been looking for! You won't

regret it! . D
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)" How many of you have 7
seen and felt violence? Had
your villages burnt down? Do
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man, clean his dirty underwear and
wait for his beatings? | say NO! It
ends today. Join us for a better
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We are glad
you're here! Jair here will
show you around and acquaint
you with everything and
everyone.
7

| want a better life for my
mother... for Colombia.

A few months later (2009), Ximena is on a
patrol with another member of her group

So, you know
the main rules,

Yes. Some are
a bit harsh for us
women.

> You break them,
you get punished.
Understood?! They enforce
them. Strongly! You... be
careful!

One day | want to
_be a commander!

A pretty girl like you,
shouldn’t be wasted on
the battlefield.
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No, Gus! Stop!
Look, someone is
escaping!




Later that day /

He was just a child! And Y
Gus! Such a pig. | thought we [/
were all equal! y

o

| am sorry.
We're not all like him.
And the boy... you had no

Thank you, but your

\ presence is not needed.
B He'll get the punishment he 4
AN deserves. \
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Medellin; September 26, 2016 /

Salud, amigos!
We are making history
today!

L
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A few days later /

Mr. Rodriguez,
can | leave earlier
today? Things are slow
- today.

| guess that’s ok. But
don’t make it a habit. Is
everything ok?

Yes. My brother, Tomas is
campaigning for the referendum.
He thinks we can put our past
behind us.

Well, these are
uncertain times for
ex-fighters like us!
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| was a guerilla myself. |
saw my father die, and | joined.
| learned how to build bombs and use
weapons. But violence is not the answer
anymore. We are fighting with words now.
Look to the future. Vote yes. For
) peace! For Colombia!

With time... Yes. But
i we need to show them what

You still believe. Are you sure
good we can do. We all want

Colombia is ready?

1

You should talk to some

of the youth groups. We lose so
many to gangs. Of course. After the

referendum.




LEAVE THEM ALONE!

Who do you think you are!?
| lost everything because of you
people. And now you want us to vote
so you can have impunity?

3 No more guerilla!
_ & \
— /2, '
—_—
— A
7/ We all want
peace!

Take those
criminals! They’re former
=g guerilla!

screwed.




5 years ago (2011), somewhere in
Cauca. Jair, Ximena, and Tomas are
on patrol with their rebel group. '

Suddenly, the sound of helicopters
are heard overhead.

There is talk about

peace negotiations! Can
you believe it? They fina
hear us!
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A few months later, Tomas and the rest

of the group are captured as well. You're safe now

boy.

| am not a boy. And | was
safe with my group. Don't you
know? We are negotiating peace




Medellin; October 2, 2016 /

Yeah, but they treated
us like criminals. Because of
our past.

I am glad you and
Tomas got out ok.

I
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How is Tomas?

He is ok. He is
staying with one of the
activists.

Medellin; October 3, 2016.
One day after the referendum
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What's going to
happen, Laura?

- vote. They are
2 already talking. It will
all be fine,

The same day, at the ACR
Al

lam sorry | let

It wasn’t your
you down.

fault. But we need
to record it. Best to talk
to Sefior Rodriguez as
well.

Got yourself in
some trouble, didn’t
you!




Don‘t be silly. | told you
these are tricky times. Be
more careful though! I can't

afford to lose you, too. .

Many years ago, my
son was disappeared. You
remind me of him a lot.

Later the same day, Jair trips over some
luggage as he walks in the door.

What the
hell?!

| -

Natalia, | am so
glad you're finally here

[{{
b little sister! This will be —M !
’ good for you.
CYy ? Ximena is right. | think you will

like it here. The city is crazy, but
the schools are better.

v

He will do
more community
work, especially

What is Tomas
going to do now?

Maybe he will be a
politician one day!?
Comrade Tomas!

Wouldn't that be
something!?




Medellin; November 25, 2016 /

to walk with me
every dayl

This is a big city,
Natalia. You can get
lost easily.

Jair is so much
cooler when he walks
with me. He talks about
people, and we laugh

And why is
that a problem? |

Jair is cooler
than me!

think it's good for /]

You're defending
him!

Well, if he is
changing that’s good.
It's been difficult for /,
both of you.

7 Ximena, they did
it! It passed!




We should join the
y neighborhood in the candle
/' |lighting tonight. Natalia and Tomas, you

It's a new start
for all of us.

What a peaceful
night. The guerilla
days are over.

Tonight, we are all
Colombians.

Yes, peace is
possible!




OVERVIEW

Peace is Ours is the story of a young couple, Ximena and Jair, who attempt to build their
lives in the shadow of the Colombian peace process in 2016. As they struggle to find their
way in society, they are haunted by memories of family tragedy, their role as guerilla
fighters during the conflict, and the difficulty of establishing a sense of normalcy within a

deeply divided Colombia.
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